ITEST: The Pulsar Search Collaboratory                
PSC 2008 Institute: An External Evaluation Report
Participating High School Students’ Plans
Summer 2008
The purpose of this reports is to present results pertaining to the project’s impact on students’ future plans in STEM careers both pre and post project participation.  The pre-project information was gathered during the first week the students attended the PSC 2008 Institute.

Students recorded their interest (very interested, interested, somewhat interested and not interested) in future careers.  The careers and their interest levels are displayed in the chart and table below.
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Students: Pre-Project Interest in STEM Careers

Not interested Somewhat interested Interested Very interested


	Job
	Not interested
	Somewhat interested
	Interested
	Very interested

	Scientist
	6%
	29%
	32%
	32%

	Electrical Engineer
	59%
	23%
	9%
	9%

	Software Developer
	29%
	32%
	18%
	21%

	Mechanical Engineer
	53%
	23%
	15%
	9%


Thirty-one (31) of the participating students also recorded the one or two jobs they thought they would do immediately after completing their education.  In addition to the job title(s) they also recorded the education required.  The job titles listed are displayed on the following page.
Value                            


Frequency
Aeronautical Design Engineer        

1     

Aerospace Engineer                  


2     

Allergist




1

Astronomer                         

 
1     

Astrophysicist                      


3     

Biochemistry                        


1           
Botanist




1

Chemist




2

Chemical engineering               


1     

Computer scientist



1

Defense lawyer                     


1     

Education                          

 
1     

Electrical Engineer                 


2     

Fetal Surgeon                       


1     

Freelance Programmer                

1     

Game Designer




1

Herpetologist                       


1     

Lawyer                              


1     

Mechanical Engineer



2

Mineral Engineering



1

Medical doctor                      


2     

Neonatologist                       


1     

Network administrator               


1     

Neurologist                         


1     

NICV Nurse




1

Oncologist




1

Pharmaceutical Technician           

1     

Pharmacy                            


2     

Pharmacy professor



1

Physicist                           


2     

Psychologist                        


2     

Radiologist                         


1     

Research scientist                  


1     

Researcher                          


1     

Scientist                           


1     

Science teacher




1

Spanish professor                   


1     

Specialized medical doctor          

1     

X-Ray Technician                    
1     

The education required for most of the first job titles recorded was a bachelors (13% of students), masters (30% of students), PhD (30% of students), or medical school (17% of students).

This self-assessment of career plans will be administered at the end of project participation.
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Not interested	Scientist	Electrical Engineer	Software Developer	Mechanical Engineer	5.8999999999999997E-2	0.58799999999999997	0.29399999999999998	0.52900000000000003	Somewhat interested	Scientist	Electrical Engineer	Software Developer	Mechanical Engineer	0.29399999999999998	0.23499999999999999	0.32400000000000001	0.23499999999999999	Interested	Scientist	Electrical Engineer	Software Developer	Mechanical Engineer	0.32400000000000001	8.7999999999999995E-2	0.17599999999999999	0.14699999999999999	Very interested	Scientist	Electrical Engineer	Software Developer	Mechanical Engineer	0.32400000000000001	8.7999999999999995E-2	0.20599999999999999	8.7999999999999995E-2	
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		Job		Not interested		Somewhat interested		Interested		Very interested

		Scientist		5.90%		29.40%		32.40%		32.40%

		Electrical Engineer		58.80%		23.50%		8.80%		8.80%

		Software Developer		29.40%		32.40%		17.60%		20.60%

		Mechanical Engineer		52.90%		23.50%		14.70%		8.80%
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