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June 6, 2011
To whom it may concern:
This letter certifies that Matthew Downing completed 16 hours of professional development by participating in the 2011 Pulsar Search Collaboratory Orientation session hosted by the National Radio Astronomy Observatory from May 22, 23, 2011.

This session provided a necessary introduction to pulsar astronomy and  astronomical research to teachers who will be engaging their students in this NSF funded program.

Please contact me if you require any further information.  An agenda is attached.

Sincerely,
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Sue Ann Heatherly

Education Officer, NRAO-Green Bank

sheather@nrao.edu
PSC Teacher Orientation and Capstone Seminar Schedule

Sunday May 22 604 Allen Hall, WVU

10:00 AM: Welcome and Overview of the PSC

· What are pulsars, and what is the PSC?

· Expectations for Teachers and Students

· The Summer Workshops

· Academic Year: PSC Clubs

· Capstone

12:00: Lunch 
1:00 PM:  Inquiry Activity: Looking at Pulsar Data
2:30 PM: The PSC Website: How to use a Google Site

4:30 PM Intro to the Online Classes
5:00 PM: Adjourn

2011 PSC Teachers and Students Arrive at Towers Dormitory 7-8 PM

· Light snacks

· Check in
9:00 PM Orientation, evaluation.
Monday May 23: Seminar Day
8:00  AM: Breakfast Dining Hall

Morning Presentations at the National Research Center for Coal & Energy (NRCCE)
9:00 AM: Dr. Maura McLaughlin: PSC Update
9:30 AM: Dr. Duncan Lorimer: Pulsars and Relativity
10:00 AM: Terry Yun, WVU graduate student: Computer Science and The PSC database
10:30 AM: Josh Miller, WVU graduate student: RRATs  and his visit to the Parkes Telescope
11:45 AM:  Stephanie Sears, WVU graduate student: Plasma Physics and her internship at General Atomics in San Diego 

12:00: Lunch at Towers Dining Hall
Afternoon Presentations of Student Posters:

1:00 PM: Poster Preparation
2:00 PM: Student Poster Presentations NRCCE
5:30 PM: Dinner at Towers
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